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as they were remitted from Siam to Bombay., and were in. Mr.  Vaux*$
Custody at Swat afterwards.

But that small Article of 2500 Pounds, went but a small Way towards
clearing of his Accounts. So after Supper one Night as they were merrily
carousing, the Factory was set on Fire, and that balanced all other
Accounts. Mr. Pot? alledged to the King, that his Subjects the Siamers, had
done that Mischief, and expected the King to be accountable for Losses
and Damages, sustained by the Company and their Servants.

The King, on the other hand, profeired to prove, that Mr Pots and his
drunken Companions had done it, and that he expected the Company
should be accountable to his Subjects for the Loss they had sustained by
the Fire, which had burnt seveial Houses that lay near the Factory.
However, the Company adhered to the just Complaints of their honest
Servants, and thought that the King's Refusal to make good their
Demands, was a sufficient Piece of Ground to build their War on. How-
ever, the Company considering that a War could bring them no
Advantage, thought it enough to bully the Siamers, but never declared a
War.

In the Year 1685. the Company sent two Ships to the Bar of Siam. One
was the HetbettofSoo Tuns, the other the prudent Maty of 400. to frighten
the Siameis, but they did no Damage to them, and the Siamers treated
them civilly.

About 1680 there was one Constantme Falcon, a Cheek by Birth, that
some Years before had shipt himself Steward of an English Ship at London.,
bound to India, and. being ordered for Siam, and finding some ill Treatment
on board, he deserted from the Ship, and fled to a small Village some
Distance from the City, where he amused himself in learning the Siam
Language. He being a sober, ingenious, and industrious Person, soon
made himself Master of the Language, and served as an Interpreter for
the English at Court, where he was remarkably taken Notice of, and got
a Post there. His Behaviour recommended him to greater Preferments,
so that in a very few Years he became prime Minister of State, and behaved
himself so well in that high Station, that every Thing belonging to the
State of the Country prospered, so that Siam became the richest and
powerfullest Kingdom in that Part of the World,

The Jesuits hearing that one of the Romish Communion sat at the Helm
of the Siam Affairs, and it being a rich Country, brought whole Troops
of them into Siam, who got the whole Management of Affairs into their
Hands, through the Interest of the Barkalong, that being the Appellation
of first Minister. They tickled themselves with the Fancy of bringing the